
All the Trimmings 

Some of the most visible “extras” a custom home offers are found in the decorative wood used as 

interior trim. Walls, ceilings, floors and special nooks and crannies such as bookcases, trimming can 

change the atmosphere on a room-by-room basis.  Molding (sometimes referred to as moulding) can 

help define a room and give it personality. 

Baseboards 

This is the simplest and most commonly found trim work.  Installed at the bottom of the wall against the 

flooring, baseboards cover natural gaps between flooring and walls, especially in areas with hard 

flooring such as vinyl, hardwood or tile.   Baseboards can be as short as 1" or as high as 7".  The top of 

the baseboard can be slightly rounded, or can be shaped to varying degrees.   There can also be a 

secondary piece of trim called "base shoe" (which looks like a long pole split into quarters) against the 

floor to add another design element and create an even more polished look.   

Casing 

Casing is molding trim around windows and doorways.  Typical casings are 1" to 4" wide.  Most homes 

only have casings around windows on the first floor - on the second floor, the windows are carefully 

sheetrocked and painted just like any other wall corners.  Window sills can have casing on the front and 

a painted surface, casing and a wood window sill, or no casing at all.   Any doorway with a door generally 

has casing to cover the natural gaps between the door frame and the wall. 

Crown Molding 

Crown molding is placed around the upper edges of a room's walls.  Not all homes have crown molding.  

Some have crown molding in only a few rooms, while others have it throughout the first floor of a two-

story home.  Crown molding varies in depth and thickness.  Custom builders can use 1, 2, 3 or even 4 

separate pieces to compose a crown molding, depending on the price point of the home.   Typical 

molding is 3", but homes at the upper echelon of the housing spectrum can have up to 15 or 20" crown 

molding. 

Chair Railing 

A chair railing is a piece of trim placed across the center of a wall, approximately 30" from the floor (at 

about the height of a chair.)  In the past, this was installed in dining rooms to protect walls from chairs, 

hence the name.  Now it is mainly used for decorative purposes.  When chosen, it is typically found in 

one or two select rooms, like a formal dining room, a formal living room, or a hallway.  Chair rail allows 

more dramatic paint choices, as it divides the walls into an upper and lower portion.   The choice to 

include chair railing, and the width and detail, depends on the budget of the buyer.  

Wainscoting 



This form of interior trim is growing in popularity as an extra touch.   When present, it is often found in 

only one room, such as the formal dining room, or a sitting room.  Wainscoting is a type of paneling, 

which generally extends from the baseboard to the chair rail.  The paneling can be in sections as small as 

a few inches or as large as several feet with decorative scrollwork or designs.  The paneling and attached 

baseboard and chair rail is often painted white.  There is a very dramatic and rich effect from the use of 

trim above and below the panels themselves, plus the contrast between the color of the walls and the 

color of the paneling and trim work.    

Bookcases 

A variety of trim can be used to decorate and embellish built-in bookcases as well.  Most common is the 

use of casing across the top and bottom shelves, but there are many options depending on the price 

point desired.   

Keep On Trimming 

All of these types of trim can be found in Stanton Homes, with variations depending on model and price 

point.    

Throughout the Research Triangle region of North Carolina, Stanton Homes is building a reputation of 

quality, through outstanding craftsmanship you’ll love to call home.   

Call 919-278-8070 or 919-418-9536 for information about homes available in your area. 

 

 


